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First new jury trials on Monday May 18th 
 

Jury Trials Resume:  Operational Note  

The following information is all in the public domain already but has been spread out so I'm 
sending as a background note for journalists reporting and attending the first new jury trials 
under lockdown.   

New Jury trials will begin again this week (w/c 18th May)  

The Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, Lord Burnett of Maldon, following discussion 
with the Lord Chancellor, decided that new jury trials may be started under special 
arrangements to maintain the safety of all participants and the jury in line with Public Health 
England and Public Health Wales guidelines.  

New Jury trials were suspended on 23 March due to the public health crisis caused by 
coronavirus.  Since then, intensive work has been underway through a Jury Trials Working 
Group chaired by Mr Justice Edis to establish ways in which a small number of jury trials 
may be commenced safely, in line with regulations allowing all participants in criminal trials 
to travel from home to court. 

Announcing the resumption Lord Burnett stressed that it is important that the administration 
of justice continues to function whenever it is possible in an environment which is consistent 
with the safety of all those involved. He told the Lords Constitution Committee on 
Wednesday that if the lockdown continues for months, other measures would need to be 
considered, such as adapting other buildings or trials with seven instead of 12 jurors, or with 
a judge and two magistrates. The last two measures would require legislation. 
 
Lord Burnett told the Lords committee that in 2019 around 1,000 jury trials a month were 
held in England and Wales. Under the Covid-19 emergency judges have continued to 
sentence defendants who had pleaded guilty, and to hold other plea and case management 
hearings. These cases do not involve juries and can be held and reported using technology 
which enables virtual hearings. 

The new jury trials will be conducted under the same legal standards and procedures as 
before the COVID-19 emergency, with twelve jurors.   

Accredited reporters will be able to attend and report the jury trials in person in a way that 
conforms to social distancing guidelines agreed with Public Health England and Public 
Health Wales. The proceedings will be live-streamed to an adjacent courtroom where 
journalists will have space allocated to allow them to sit 2 metres apart.  Rules of social 
distancing will mean that entry and exit for all participants is likely to be slower than it would 
be in normal circumstances.  

The jury will be spread out using seats normally occupied by barristers, who will sit at two 
metre distance in what would formerly have been press benches or the jury benches.   



Court staff will ensure that entrances and exits are carefully supervised, and that all 
necessary cleaning takes place. 

The first Crown Courts where cases are listed to begin with juries sworn in tomorrow 
(Monday) are:  

1. Central Criminal Court at the Old Bailey  

Court 16 - sitting at 10:00 am 

THE COMMON SERJEANT OF LONDON His Honour Judge Richard Marks 

For Trial 

T20190137 

TAHIR Mohammad 

01BS0370117 

CLONM 

Crown Prosecution Service 

 

2. BRISTOL Crown Court 

Court 1 - sitting at 10:00 am 

Order made under s45, Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999. 15 year 
old defendant charged  must not be named. 

MR JUSTICE GARNHAM 

PLEASE DO NOT APPROACH COURTROOM UNTIL CASE CALLED 

For Trial 

T20197454 

3. Manchester Minshull Street.   

HIS HONOUR JUDGE POTTER 

NOT BEFORE 10:30 am 

For Trial 

T20190195 

HOWARD Joshua M 

06QQ0315018 

4. Cardiff Crown Court 

MRS JUSTICE MCGOWAN DBE 

SITTING AT 10:00 am 

For Trial 

T20197548 REFFEL Shae A 62CA1646819 CVALM 1 Crown Prosecution 
Service SE WALES 



The next three Crown Courts to hold cases are expected to be Reading, Warwick and 
Winchester. 

Public Health England and Public Health Wales have been involved in the detailed 
arrangements following recommendations from the Jury Trials Working Group, which has 
representatives from the legal profession and across the criminal justice system. 

Small numbers of trials of less than two weeks are expected to take place initially. Further 
courts around the country are being assessed against criteria developed by the Working 
Group so that the number of cases heard can be gradually increased when safe to do so.  

Two trials which had been suspended in March resumed with social distancing at the Old 
Bailey last week with the same jurors.  

In each location, Court facilities will be carefully considered to ensure the safety of all those 
who play a part in a Crown Court trial or support it. 

Details of the safety arrangements in place were published on Friday by Her Majesty’s 
Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) on their website: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/885591/HMCTS_Jury_trails_checklist_v0.1.pdf    

The Jury Trial working group is chaired by Mr Justice Edis and includes representatives from 
the Law Society, Bar Council, Criminal Bar Association, HMCTS, Crown Prosecution 
Service, Prisoner Escort and Custody Service, Ministry of Justice, HM Prisons and Probation 
Service, National Probation Service, National Police Chiefs Council, Legal Aid Agency, 
Public Health England and Public Health Wales. 
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